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The legal obligation 

Article 9 of the Convention states: 

Each State Party shall take all appropriate 

legal, administrative and other measures to 

implement this Convention, including the 

imposition of penal sanctions to prevent and 

suppress any activity prohibited to a State 

Party under this Convention undertaken by 

persons or on territory under its jurisdiction 

or control. 

 



Quick reflections… 

• What challenges do you face in 

implementing the treaty obligations?  

 Content related:  

 objections to particular provisions?  

 need for more in-depth understanding?  

 Procedural – capacity, resources, time? 

 Interest – is this a priority?   

 A combination of these?  



ICRC Tools  
• Legal Advisers 

• 2008 Convention on cluster munitions  - 

Factsheet   

• 2008 Convention on cluster munitions - 

Ratification kit   

• 2008 Convention on cluster munitions - 

Model law  
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Model law 

• ICRC has created a text which can serve 

as a guide 

 Creates offences for use, stockpiling etc 

cluster munitions 

 Provides for surveying and marking cluster 

munition affected sites 

 Provides for victim assistance 

 Provides for permission to retain cluster 

munitions for training purposes 

 



Using the model law  

Questions: 

1. What institutions does this concern? 

2. What procedures need to be put in 

place?  

3. What work needs to be done?  

4. What education/training/  

awareness raising would be  

required? With whom?   



ICRC CCM related activities? 

- Regional workshops/meetings for 

governmental representatives and experts, 

on CCM promotion and implementation 

- Advice to States on implementing 

legislation (Legal Advisory Service) 

- Programs to increase respect for IHL: 

training of armed forces and armed 

groups, programs on missing, … 



Example event 

 
Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace CICP 

in cooperation with 

International Committee of the Red Cross ICRC 

 
"The global humanitarian problem of cluster munitions and the 

Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) as a response"  
a debate in a Regional context 

Thursday 12 May 2016 Phnom Penh 

 
Participation from CICP, ICRC, MOD, National Assembly 

Commissions, CMAA, Embassy representatives, mine action and 
victim assistance organizations, academics 



ICRC WEC support 
• Collaboration between the AU Commission and the ICRC 

towards implementation of the AU Mine Action and 

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) Strategic Framework.  

 Together with other international partners 

 The AU Commission and ICRC have extended operational and 

capacity building assistance to AU Member States in the areas of 

explosive ordnance disposal, program and quality management, 

and in victims’ assistance.  

 Includes facilitating cross-border mine action operations, 

fostering inter-African cooperation and building the capacity of 

AU Peace Support Operations to deal with explosive hazards 

in mission areas.  

 



 

 

 

Questions? Support? 

ICRC WEC Service 
John Sorbo 

Regional Weapon Contamination Advisor for 

Africa 

   International Committee of the Red Cross 

Nairobi Regional Delegation 

 

Email: jsorbo@icrc.org 

 



 

 

 

Questions? Support? 

ICRC Legal Advisory Service 
East and Horn of Africa: Eve Massingham 

emassingham@icrc.org 

Southern Africa: Sarah Swart 

sswart@icrc.org  

North Africa: Omar Mekky  

omekki@icrc.org  

Central Africa: Claudine Mushobekwa 

cmushobekwa@icrc.org  

West Africa: Marie-Louise Tougas 

mtougas@icrc.org  
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